Year End 2014
Greetings from Region IX Director
As another year comes to a close we might take time to reflect on what
has passed. An Autumn that seemed to start in July; rain and more rain;
threats of infectious diseases on our doorstep. We can always find ways to
turn potential disasters into an opportunity for improvement and we applaud our colleagues in Saskatoon and other centres for their heroic efforts
in response to the first Ebola threats on Canadian soil. The lessons learned
from these occurrences has strengthened our processes in dealing with
high risk pathogens.
I am looking forward to a new year full of opportunities for improvement
for our Region. We are exploring new options for our annual education
days; looking into ways to expand our membership; and how to increase
interest in our awards.
I owe a debt of gratitude to our recent Past Regional Director Ann Lynde
for the tireless work she has done over the last four years. Thanks for setting such a great example Ann.
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Future Dates
42nd Annual Symposium/Convention
September 16-21, 2016
Long Beach, CA

-Vern Hurst

In the end, it's not the years in your life that count. It's the life in your
years. -Abraham Lincoln

41st Annual Symposium/Convention
Washington, DC
August 28 - September 2, 2015
See you in Washington!!
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Region IX Officers
Introducing the Region IX Officers for this Term

Director - Vern Hurst
Treasurer - Corrine Chow
Recording Secretary – Shelley Ganske
Past Regional Director – Ann Lynde
Member at Large – Michael Ho

Committees:
Education Committee, Co-Chairs

– Lisa Manning
– Michele Shackleton

Awards Committee, Chair

– Ann Lynde

Membership Committee, Co-Chairs

– June Shin
– James Tang

Nominations and Elections Committee Chair – Liette Tougas

A Reminder:
NSH has a complimentary two year
membership for students that are
enrolled in a Canadian School. The
membership makes them eligible
for the many scholarships NSH has
to offer.
Get the word out to all your students!!
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Ebola Virus Disease (EVD)
[ref: WHO]
Ebola virus disease (formerly known as Ebola haemorrhagic fever) is a severe,
often fatal illness caused by Ebola virus. EVD has a case fatality rate of up to
90%. It is one of the world's most virulent diseases.
The virus is transmitted by direct contact with the blood, body fluids and tissues of infected animals or people. Severely ill patients require intensive supportive care. During an outbreak, those at higher risk of infection are health
workers, family members and others in close contact with sick people and deceased patients. Ebola virus is not airborne, but may be spread via
droplets that are coughed or sneezed from a sick person and enter
the eyes, nose, or mouth of another person who is less than two metres away. More information about airborne and droplet transmission...
Between August 6 and 7, 2014, an Emergency Committee met and after discussion and deliberation on the information provided, the Committee advised
that the current EVD outbreak in West Africa constitutes an 'extraordinary
event' and is a public health risk to other countries. It was agreed that the
conditions for a Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC)
have been met. They called on a coordinated international response to stop
and reverse the international spread of EVD. The entire statement, including a
list of temporary recommendations, can be found at
http://who.int/mediacentre/news/statements/2014/ebola-20140808/en/.
The first-ever UN mission for a public health emergency, the UN Mission for
Ebola Emergency Response (UNMEER), has been established to address the
unprecedented EVD outbreak. WHO is a partner in the mission. Its strategic
priorities are to stop the spread of the disease, treat infected patients, ensure
essential services, preserve stability, and prevent the spread of EVD to unaffected countries.
Epidemiology
As of 14 December 2014, the cumulative number of cases attributed to EVD
for 2014 stands at 18,671 including 6,966 deaths. In October, the first case
of Ebola virus transmission outside of Africa, associated with the current outbreak, occurred in Spain. There have been no cases of EVD in Canada.
See entire article at http://www.ipac-canada.org/links_ebolavirus.php
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Facebook is a popular free social networking website that allows registered users to create profiles, upload photos and video, send messages and keep in touch with friends,
family and colleagues. The site, which is available in 37 different languages, includes
public features such as:




Marketplace - allows members to post, read and respond to classified ads.
Groups - allows members who have common interests to find each other and interact.
Events - allows members to publicize an event, invite guests and track who plans to
attend.
 Pages - allows members to create and promote a public page built around a specific
topic.
 Presence technology - allows members to see which contacts are online and chat.
Within each member's personal profile, there are several key networking components. The most popular is arguably the Wall, which is essentially a virtual bulletin board.
Messages left on a member's Wall can be text, video or photos. Another popular component is the virtual Photo Album. Photos can be uploaded from the desktop or directly
from a cell phone camera. There is no limitation on quantity, but Facebook staff will remove inappropriate or copyrighted images. An interactive album feature allows the
member's contacts (who are called generically called "friends") to comment on each other's photos and identify (tag) people in the photos. Another popular profile component is
Status Updates, a micro blogging feature that allows members to broadcast short Twitter-like announcements to their friends. All interactions are published in a newsfeed,
which is distributed in real-time to the member's friends.
Facebook offers a range of privacy options to its members. A member can make all his
communications visible to everyone, he can block specific connections or he can keep all
his communications private. Members can choose whether or not to be searchable, decide which parts of their profile are public, decide what not to put in their newsfeed and
determine exactly who can see their posts. For those members who wish to use Facebook to communicate privately, there is a message feature, which closely resembles
email.

Please like us on Facebook for update information on Region IX, post your questions, just
stop by and say hello.
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Season’s Greetings
From NSH Region IX

NSH Region IX would like to extend thanks to Leica Microsystems for their continued sponsorship of
The Cutting Edge Newsletter

NSH Teleconference /Webinar Series
28 Jan 2015
NSH webinar: Microwave Staining of MicroOrganisms
25 Feb 2015
NSH Webinar: GHS Labeling
25 Mar 2015
NSH Webinar: Histology and Histopathology
Considerations for Animal Models
22 Apr 2015
NSH Webinar: IHC for Leukemia/Lymphomas
For more information visit www.NSH.org

THE CUTTING EDGE
is the official newsletter of Region IX of the
National Society for
Histotechnology. It is distributed
quarterly to all members in
Canada.
Contributions are welcome.
Please send your articles to:
Vern Hurst
vern@nshregionix.org

www.nshregionix.org/

