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Greetings and all the best wishes for 2018,
As always we are constantly looking for ways to improve value for
our membership, so for 2018 we are looking forward to the new year
with some exciting initiatives.
The first installment of our on-line education series should be available shortly and we will be implementing a task force to look into
changes to our by-laws and governance structure.
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Anyone interested in participating please contact me at:
nshregionix@gmail.com
Best regards for the New Year,
-Vern Hurst, Region IX Director

Year's end is neither an end nor a beginning but a going on, with all the wisdom that experience can instill in us.
Future Dates

-Hal Borland

45th Annual Symposium/Convention
2019
44th Annual Symposium/Convention
2018
St Louis MI

New Orleans
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Becoming an NSH Member – A Canadian Perspective
We in Canada have a unique perspective on the field of medical laboratory science. Unlike our American counterparts, we train in 5 disciplines, attaining the necessary entry-level skill set to achieve a licence
to practice in a medical laboratory.
The challenge then is to maintain our portfolio of professional education to stay current in these disciplines. This in turn, facilitates our ability to move to other labs as
we develop and evolve our careers to, hopefully, work in the subject we are each most
passionate about. Thus the search for continuing education resources is ongoing
throughout our careers.

As we endeavor to expand and strengthen our skills in our chosen area of expertise, options
are limited only by our willingness to look for them.
Canadian national and provincial societies, with which we align ourselves to access current
and cutting edge information, are exemplary in providing information that meets this need
in our ever-changing fields. They offer learning in multiple formats such as traditional
written material, now expanded to include internet resources, webinars, seminars and
courses.
Most hold annual conventions that bring together experts to share expertise and provide
opportunities for networking. For those of us following our passion to the field of histology
however, there is often a deficit of information and resources for pathology and more specifically, histology at these same events.
This is where the NSH shines.
If you are reading this, then you are undoubtedly aware of the tremendous value of membership in the National Society for Histotechnology, but we each need to reach out to other
Canadians in our field and promote this organization. There is greater strength in numbers. Talk to your co-workers about the many benefits of membership in this society. Encourage them to avail themselves of all that our society has to
offer in terms of resources specifically for
histology and histotechnology.
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The annual fee of $80 US is lower than other membership fees charged for lab
professional associations and included in this you receive:
6 free hours of CE including a Journal Article Review quiz for 1 hour (4 per year) and
a Quick Quiz for .5 hours (4 per year). New for 2018 if you submit an antibody to the
antibody database you will receive 1 hour of CE with a max of 5 per year.

“The Block” and “Fixed on Histology” blogs created for thoughts and questions. A
resource library, including an image bank and antibody banks, as well as archived webinars.
Members receive added value of access to reduced rates for
Webinars for individuals ranging from $25-$35 US each, or managers can book the
series for the entire staff.
Seminars and classes held throughout the US and Canada and of course the “pièce
de résistance” the annual Symposium/Convention. An educational event unequaled in its bringing together of all who share our passion for this incredible
area of science.
Download and post this brochure in your lab.
http://nsh.org/sites/default/files/Membership%20Brochure%20Final.pdf
Promote the National Society for Histotechnology, and our own Region IX, as we look to
strengthen and grow our profession and our Canadian presence in the field of
histotechnology.
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On January 27, 2016, NSH launched its members’ only community, The Block.
We know the value that NSH members put on the networking and educational opportunities we provide through our events and webinars throughout the year. To
build on that value, we are excited to enter into this new phase of member communications by providing NSH members an environment to connect, engage and
share critical industry information and best practices in real time.
This new community will also help NSH communicate more dynamically with our
members, by responding more quickly to your needs and receiving your input on
critical industry issues. This will only strengthen our ability to implement our mission to empower the profession of histotechnology through collaboration, education and innovation.
Through the member and committee forums, you can gather to continue discussions and problem solving and share documents that will help the work of NSH to
advance our strategic priorities: Defining and Developing a Powerful Profession,
Expanding Knowledge, Education and Resources, and Advocating for Professional
and Public Recognition.
The Block is an evolving community. We look forward to your feedback and suggestions on how we can make The Block a member benefit you can't do without.
If you haven’t done so already, be sure to log into The Block, update your profile,
and add your photo. http://theblock.nsh.org/home.
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Region IX Officers

Director - Vern Hurst
Treasurer - Corinne Chow
Recording Secretary – Shelley Ganske
Past Regional Director – Ann Lynde
Member at Large – Michael Ho

Committees:
Education Committee, Co-Chairs

– Lisa Manning
– Michele Shackleton

Awards Committee, Chair

– Diana Hall

Membership Committee, Chair

– June Shin

Nominations and Elections Committee Chair – Diana Hall
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Facebook is a popular free social networking website that allows registered users to create profiles, upload photos and video, send messages and keep in touch with friends,
family and colleagues. The site, which is available in 37 different languages, includes
public features such as:




Marketplace - allows members to post, read and respond to classified ads.
Groups - allows members who have common interests to find each other and interact.
Events - allows members to publicize an event, invite guests and track who plans to
attend.
 Pages - allows members to create and promote a public page built around a specific
topic.
 Presence technology - allows members to see which contacts are online and chat.
Within each member's personal profile, there are several key networking components. The most popular is arguably the Wall, which is essentially a virtual bulletin board.
Messages left on a member's Wall can be text, video or photos. Another popular component is the virtual Photo Album. Photos can be uploaded from the desktop or directly
from a cell phone camera. There is no limitation on quantity, but Facebook staff will remove inappropriate or copyrighted images. An interactive album feature allows the
member's contacts (who are called generically called "friends") to comment on each
other's photos and identify (tag) people in the photos. Another popular profile component
is Status Updates, a micro blogging feature that allows members to broadcast short Twitter-like announcements to their friends. All interactions are published in a newsfeed,
which is distributed in real-time to the member's friends.
Facebook offers a range of privacy options to its members. A member can make all his
communications visible to everyone, he can block specific connections or he can keep all
his communications private. Members can choose whether or not to be searchable, decide which parts of their profile are public, decide what not to put in their newsfeed and
determine exactly who can see their posts. For those members who wish to use Facebook to communicate privately, there is a message feature, which closely resembles
email.

Please like us on Facebook for update information on Region IX, post your questions, just
stop by and say hello.
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Did you Know?
The only two elements on the periodic table that are liquids at
room temperature are Mercury and Bromine?

NSH Region IX would like to extend thanks to Leica Microsystems for their continued sponsorship of
The Cutting Edge Newsletter

NSH Teleconference /Webinar Series
24 Jan 2018
NSH Webinar: Antibody Reproducibility: It’s NOT
the Fault of the Antibodies!
28 Feb 2018
NSH Webinar: Facing Difficult Conversations
28 Mar 2018
NSH Webinar: Troubleshooting IHC
25 Apr 2018
NSH Webinar: Xylene Free Tissue Processing

For more information visit www.NSH.org

THE CUTTING EDGE
is the official newsletter of Region IX of
the National Society for
Histotechnology. It is distributed
quarterly to all members in
Canada.
Contributions are welcome.
Please send your articles to:
Vern Hurst
nshregionix@gmail.com
Or via our website
www.nshregionix.org/
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