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Greetings,
2016 has truly granted us many opportunities.
We are very happy to announce that our very own Shelley Ganske won the
Rosemary and Donald Ostermeirer Award at this year’s S/C in Long Beach.
Congratulations on recognition for all your years of hard work Shelley!
The Education Chair report by Lisa Manning (page 2) outlines our view for
future Continuing Education opportunities.

Wishing you all the best in the upcoming year.
Regards,
-Vern Hurst, Region IX Director

And now we welcome the new year. Full of things that have never
been.
Future Dates

-Rainer Maria Rilke

44th Annual Symposium/Convention
2018 St Louis MI
43nd Annual Symposium/Convention
September 15-20, 2017
Orlando, Florida
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Education Chair Report
Education Chair summary from Long Beach S/C
From our meeting we decided we wanted to roll out a few new things for
CE:
Tech Talks; a Histology webinar conference call forum to determine topics
and to keep region IX connected.
Members can bring up topics that concern them and that they would like
to discuss; we will then set up 4 calls per year for discussions on any topic
that the membership wants to discuss. We can bring in industry or have
guest speakers or just get together and share experiences.
We also plan to set up on-demand webinars which we will record and
post; members will be able to link in and the CE hours would be tracked.
We plan to start this early in the New Year using the speakers from Vancouver area who have already put together their presentations for the Region IX meeting that we were unable to roll out due to low attendee numbers.
Then venue for these have not yet been decided but we are currently
looking at options to best deliver these exciting new initiatives.
We are also in negotiations with NSH head office to create a Canadian
Community on the Block to provide a forum to discuss Canadian-specific
issues based on practicing Histotechnology in Canada as well as education
requirements.
Sincerely,
Lisa Manning
Education Chair
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We want to thank our two retiring executive members for their
years of dedicated service:

Liette Tougas has been our Elections and Nominations committee member
for the last three years and was instrumental in setting up our successful
Montreal symposium in 2011.

Ann Lynde was our previous two term Regional Director and two term Secretary prior to that. She is a wealth of knowledge and human kindness.

Congratulations, and we wish you both all the best in your future endeavours.

Page 4

The Cutting Edge Year End 2016

On January 27, 2016, NSH launched its members’ only community, The Block.
We know the value that NSH members put on the networking and educational opportunities we provide through our events and webinars throughout the year. To
build on that value, we are excited to enter into this new phase of member communications by providing NSH members an environment to connect, engage and
share critical industry information and best practices in real time.
This new community will also help NSH communicate more dynamically with our
members, by responding more quickly to your needs and receiving your input on
critical industry issues. This will only strengthen our ability to implement our mission to empower the profession of histotechnology through collaboration, education and innovation.
Through the member and committee forums, you can gather to continue discussions and problem solving and share documents that will help the work of NSH to
advance our strategic priorities: Defining and Developing a Powerful Profession,
Expanding Knowledge, Education and Resources, and Advocating for Professional
and Public Recognition.
The Block is an evolving community. We look forward to your feedback and suggestions on how we can make The Block a member benefit you can't do without.
If you haven’t done so already, be sure to log into The Block, update your profile,
and add your photo. http://theblock.nsh.org/home.
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Region IX Officers

Director - Vern Hurst
Treasurer - Corinne Chow
Recording Secretary – Shelley Ganske
Past Regional Director – Ann Lynde
Member at Large – Michael Ho

Committees:
Education Committee, Co-Chairs

– Lisa Manning
– Michele Shackleton

Awards Committee, Chair

– Diana Hall

Membership Committee, Co-Chairs

– June Shin
– James Tang

Nominations and Elections Committee Chair – Lisa Manning
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Facebook is a popular free social networking website that allows registered users to create profiles, upload photos and video, send messages and keep in touch with friends,
family and colleagues. The site, which is available in 37 different languages, includes
public features such as:




Marketplace - allows members to post, read and respond to classified ads.
Groups - allows members who have common interests to find each other and interact.
Events - allows members to publicize an event, invite guests and track who plans to
attend.
 Pages - allows members to create and promote a public page built around a specific
topic.
 Presence technology - allows members to see which contacts are online and chat.
Within each member's personal profile, there are several key networking components. The most popular is arguably the Wall, which is essentially a virtual bulletin board.
Messages left on a member's Wall can be text, video or photos. Another popular component is the virtual Photo Album. Photos can be uploaded from the desktop or directly
from a cell phone camera. There is no limitation on quantity, but Facebook staff will remove inappropriate or copyrighted images. An interactive album feature allows the
member's contacts (who are called generically called "friends") to comment on each
other's photos and identify (tag) people in the photos. Another popular profile component
is Status Updates, a micro blogging feature that allows members to broadcast short Twitter-like announcements to their friends. All interactions are published in a newsfeed,
which is distributed in real-time to the member's friends.
Facebook offers a range of privacy options to its members. A member can make all his
communications visible to everyone, he can block specific connections or he can keep all
his communications private. Members can choose whether or not to be searchable, decide which parts of their profile are public, decide what not to put in their newsfeed and
determine exactly who can see their posts. For those members who wish to use Facebook to communicate privately, there is a message feature, which closely resembles
email.

Please like us on Facebook for update information on Region IX, post your questions, just
stop by and say hello.
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Did you Know?

The first synthetic dye identified was the
aniline dye: Mauveine.
It was discovered accidentally by Sir William
Henry Perkin when he was attempting to
synthesize quinine in 1856, at this time he
was an 18 year old student.
It was soon realized that aniline was abundant in coal tar, which led to the discovery of
the many other brilliant coloured compounds
that we still use today!

NSH Region IX would like to extend thanks to Leica Microsystems for their continued sponsorship of
The Cutting Edge Newsletter

NSH Teleconference /Webinar Series
13 Jan 2017
Abstract Deadline for S/C
25 Jan 2017
NSH Webinar: Evolution of Predictive Diagnostics: From Companion to Complementary and Immunohistochemistry to Next Generation Sequencing
22 Feb 2017
NSH Webinar: Managing Toxic and Disruptive
Behaviors
22 Mar 2017
NSH Webinar: The Role of Kidney Biopsy in the
Diagnosis of Kidney Disease

THE CUTTING EDGE
is the official newsletter of Region IX of
the National Society for
Histotechnology. It is distributed
quarterly to all members in
Canada.
Contributions are welcome.
Please send your articles to:
Vern Hurst
vern@nshregionix.org

www.nshregionix.org/
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